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- 77? MAILING DATE of this communication app ars on the cover sheet with the correspond nee address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1^3 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) £3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) __ is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Art Unit: 1744 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Underneath the 
heading "Summary of the Invention", first paragraph, it is not understood what is meant by "a 
venture Orpheus". Did applicant mean a venturi opening? Further, under the "Detailed 
Description", first paragraph, "venture" should be -venturi-. Lastly, item 2 under the "Detailed 
Description" should be —venturi—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and 
positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to 
present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the 
format of the claims in the most recent patent(s) cited. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 1 and 2, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lucian. 

5. The patent to Lucian discloses a compressed air vacuum having a venturi assembly 20, 
26, 32, 34, 52, 54, a canister 2, an inlet 10 and a deflector 16 located between the inlet and the 
outlet 22. 

6. Claims 1 and 3, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Braks et al. 

7. Braks et al. disclose a compressed air vacuum having a venturi assembly 38, 44, 46,48, 
56, 58, a container 10, an inlet 20 and the canister being separable from the vacuum (see Column 
3, lines 45-55. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. The patents to Vollenweider, Obermuller, Wouters et al., Renholt and Lorini show the 

current state of the art in venturi operated vacuum devices. 

Applicant is reminded that while an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill 
in this field may act as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to 
prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon skillful 
preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication is for sale 
by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 
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If Applicant wishes to continue prosecution representing himself/herself, the following is 
a quotation from 37 C.F.R. 1.121 and a certificate of mailing form that may prove helpful to the 
Applicant when filing a response. 

§ 1.121 Manner of making amendments in application. 

(a) Amendments in applications, other than reissue applications. Amendments in applications, other than 
reissue applications, are made by filing a paper, in compliance with § 1.52, directing that specified 
amendments be made. 

(b) Specification other than the claims and listings provided for elsewhere (§§ 1.96 and 1.825).S 
(1) Amendment by instruction to delete, replace, or add a paragraph. Amendments to the 
specification, other than the claims and listings provided for elsewhere (§§ 1.96 and 1.825), may be made 
by submitting: 

(1) An instruction, which unambiguously identifies the location, to delete one or more paragraphs of 
the specification, replace a deleted paragraph with one or more replacement paragraphs, or add one or 
more paragraphs; 

(ii) Any replacement or added paragraph(s) in clean form, that is, without markings to indicate the 
changes that have been made; and 

(iii) Another version of any replacement paragraph(s), on one or more pages separate from the 
amendment, marked up to show all the changes relative to the previous version of the paragraph(s). The 
changes may be shown by brackets (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter), or by any 
equivalent marking system. A marked up version does not have to be supplied for an added paragraph or 
a deleted paragraph as it is sufficient to state that a particular paragraph has been added, or deleted. 

(2) Amendment by replacement section. If the sections of the specification contain section headings as 
provided in §§ 1 .77(b), 1 .154(b), or § 1 . 163(c), amendments to the specification, other than the claims, 
may be made by submitting: 

(i) A reference to the section heading along with an instruction to delete that section of the 
specification and to replace such deleted section with a replacement section; 

(ii) A replacement section in clean form, that is, without markings to indicate the changes that have 
been made; and 

(iii) Another version of the replacement section, on one or more pages separate from the amendment, 
marked up to show all changes relative to the previous version of the section. The changes may be shown 
by brackets (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter), or by any equivalent marking system. 

(3) Amendment by substitute specification. The specification, other than the claims, may also be 
amended by submitting: 

(i) An instruction to replace the specification; 

(ii) A substitute specification in compliance with § 1 . 125(b); and 

(iii) Another version of the substitute specification, separate from the substitute specification, 
marked up to show all changes relative to the previous version of the specification. The changes may be 
shown by brackets (for deleted matter), or underlining (for added matter), or by any equivalent marking 
system. 

(4) Reinstatement: Deleted matter may be reinstated only by a subsequent amendment presenting the 
previously deleted matter. 

(c) Claims. 

(1) Amendment by rewriting, directions to cancel or add: Amendments to a claim must be made by 
rewriting such claim with all changes (e.g., additions, deletions, modifications) included. The rewriting of 
a claim (with the same number) will be construed as directing the cancellation of the previous version of 
that claim. A claim may also be canceled by an instruction. 

(i) A rewritten or newly added claim must be in clean form, that is, without markings to indicate the 
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changes that have been made. A parenthetical expression should follow the claim number indicating the 
status of the claim as amended or newly added (e.g., amended, i.e., twice amended, or new), 
(ii) If a claim is amended by rewriting such claim with the same number, the amendment must be 
accompanied by another version of the rewritten claim, on one or more pages separate from the 
amendment, marked up to show all the changes relative to the previous version of that claim. A 
parenthetical expression should follow the claim number indicating the status of the claim, e.g., amended, 
twice amended, etc. The parenthetical expression amended, twice amended, etc. should be the same for 
both the clean version of the claim under paragraph (c)(l)(i) of this section and the marked up version 
under this paragraph. The changes may be shown by brackets (for deleted matter) or underlining (for 
added matter), or by any equivalent marking system. A marked up version does not have to be supplied 
for an added claim or a canceled claim as it is sufficient to state that a particular claim has been added, or 
canceled. 

(2) A claim canceled by amendment (deleted in its entirety) may be reinstated only by a subsequent 
amendment presenting the claim as a new claim with a new claim number. 

(3) A clean version of the entire set of pending claims may be submitted in a single amendment paper. 
Such a submission shall be construed as directing the cancellation of all previous versions of any pending 
claims. A marked up version is required only for claims being changed by the current amendment (see 
paragraph (c)(l)(ii) of this section). Any claim not accompanied by a marked up version will constitute an 
assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version. 

(d) Drawings. Application drawings are amended in the following manner: Any change to the application 
drawings must be submitted on a separate paper showing the proposed changes in red for approval by the 
examiner. Upon approval by the examiner, new drawings in compliance with § 1 .84 including the 
changes must be filed. 

(e) Disclosure consistency. The disclosure must be amended, when required by the Office, to correct 
inaccuracies of description and definition, and to secure substantial correspondence between the claims, 
the remainder of the specification, and the drawings. 

(f) No new matter. No amendment may introduce new matter into the disclosure of an application. 

(g) Exception for examiner 's amendments: Changes to the specification, including the claims, of an 
application made by the Office in an examiner's amendment may be made by specific instructions to 
insert or delete subject matter set forth in the examiner's amendment by identifying the precise point in 
the specification or the claim(s) where the insertion or deletion is to be made. Compliance with 
paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2) or (c)(1) of this section is not required. 

(h) Amendments in reissue applications. Any amendment to the description and claims in reissue 
applications must be made in accordance with § 1.173. 

(i) Amendments in reexamination proceedings: Any proposed amendment to the description and claims in 
patents involved in reexamination proceedings in both ex parte reexaminations filed under § 1.510 and 
interpartes reexaminations filed under §1.913 must be made in accordance with § 1.530(d)-(j). 

(j) Amendments in provisional applications: Amendments in provisional applications are not normally 
made. If an amendment is made to a provisional application, however, it must comply with the provisions 
of this section. Any amendments to a provisional application shall be placed in the provisional 
application file but may not be entered. 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; 46 FR 29183, May 29, 1981; para, (e), 49 FR 555, Jan. 4, 1984, 
effective Apr. 1, 1984; 

revised, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 1997; revised, 65 FR 54604, Sept. 8, 2000, 
effective Nov. 7, 2000; 

para, (i) revised, 65 FR 76756, Dec. 7, 2000, effective Feb. 5, 2001] 
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It is called to applicant's attention that if a communication is mailed before the response 
time has expired applicant may submit the response with a "Certificate of Mailing" which merely 
asserts that the response is being mailed on a given date. So mailed, before the period for 
response has lapsed, the response is considered timely. A suggested format for a certificate 
follows: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
on (date). 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate 



Signature 



Date 

If Applicant believes an extension of time is needed, the following guidelines for a 
petition is suggested: 

The applicant herewith petitions the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to extend 

the time for response to the Office action dated for month(s)from 

to Submitted herewith is a check for to cover the cost of the 

extension [ Please Charge my deposit account number , in the amount of 

to cover the cost of the extension. Any deficiency or overpayment should be charged or credited 

to the above numbered deposit account. ]' 
The fees are as follows: 
1 month- $55.00 
2months= $195.00 
3 months= $445.00 

If a time extension has been paid and another is needed, the additional amount needed is the 
difference between the amount paid of the recorded extension and the time extension needed. 

With the response, applicant should include a self addressed, stamped post card, which includes 
applicant's application serial number and the contents of applicant's response (pages of 
amendments, drawing changes, fee extensions, etc.). THIS POSTCARD IS THE ONLY 
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PROOF OF WHAT APPLICANT SUBMITTED TO THE OFFICE, SHOULD THE PAPERS 
BECOME LOST. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terrence R. Till whose telephone number is (703) 308-1592. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Thurs. and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Warden can be reached on (703) 308-2920. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-93 10 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1744 



trt 

July 10, 2003 



